
 
Printmaking Newsletter December 2012 

- Season’s Greetings - Peace & Joy - 
Our very best wishes for the holidays and the year ahead from Robin Ezra & Annie Day  

Printmaking Sisters    www.annieday.com.au  

 
Left to Right:  Linda, Susan, Kay, Kathie & Kit at our recent workshops at the Milk Factory Gallery 
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Creative Printmaking in Florence            
Safer Printmaking Workshop in the historic Il Bisonte studio 

23 April – 10 May 2013 

With low priced airfares to Europe and the exchange rate very favourable at the moment consider 
taking yourself on the holiday of a lifetime where you can indulge a few of your passions, chiefly art, 
wonderful food and shopping. Most visitors will tell you that Florentine boutiques specialise in silk 
scarves and legendary leather handbags but that is the tip of the iceberg and our luggage is always 

http://www.annieday.com.au/


heavier on the home leg. All this in Spring when the weather is at it’s most pleasant and just perfect 
for comfortable sightseeing and walking in this beautiful city. And remember Venice, la Serenissima, 
is only a short train ride away so why not spend one weekend enjoying all the splendour! 

 

A typical day for us is to make our way along the banks of the Arno to the local coffee shop in San 
Nicolo around 9 for Café Latte or Cappucino and a little brioche, we sit outside watching the passing 
parade and meet and chat with some of the students who are also enjoying their Italian breakfast.  

Work begins at 10am in the inspiring studio and we break around 12.30 and walk to our favourite 
lunch spot three minutes away. On the way we see the old priest from San Nicolo, he still rides his 
bike and loves to stop for a chat, he was a Partisan in the war and a great friend of another staunch 
Partisan Maria Luigia Guiata who had the vision to start Il Bisonte. Every year we are greeted by the 
same girls behind the counter at the “forno” and choose our amazing vegetables and main dishes – to 
find our table we pass the pristine kitchen with staff busy creating their excellent sweet and savoury 
Florentine dishes. Replete we go back to the studio to complete our days work.  

At 4pm we pack up and repair to the bar on the way to our apartment, the barman has visited 
Australia and always welcomes us warmly, we sip a Prosecco and chat before leaving hungry for an 
evening meal. Just around the corner is our local Trattoria where we eat an excellent meal almost 
every night.  

 

Then it’s time for a postparandial stroll perhaps to Piazza della Signoria to see the buskers and 
inspect the sculptures in the Loggia or we might walk to The Ponte Vecchio and watch the sunset. 
Sometimes we will venture up to Piazzale Michelangelo and admire the view or perhaps to Piazza 
della Republica to listen to the music and linger deciding which Gelato to choose for our treat. Back 
home for a chat about plans to perhaps visit the incredible market early next morning then a good 
night’s sleep. 



 

 
Views in and around the beautiful studio at Il Bisonte. The studio once housed the stables of the Palazzo Serristori on the banks of the Arno.   

Photos Kathie Atkinson 

In the Florence workshop 2013 prepare to learn the secrets of creating your own beautiful aluminium 
etchings – a very rewarding printmaking technique. Be delighted as copper sulphate weaves it’s 
magic on the aluminium plate creating rich ‘aquatint like’ tones during the etching process. We will be 
using brand new safer materials to achieve desirable effects.  Also included in the workshop is 
another of our specialties, Waterless Lithography. Our workshop is held in the famous Il Bisonte 
Studio located in San Niccolo area of the Florence historic centre. Many well known artists including 
Picasso and Moore have produced prints at Il Bisonte. We keep the class small so there is plenty of 
individual attention. Because this is a hands-on workshop expect to be taking home lots of lovely 
prints and an artist book with a print from all the participants as a lasting memento.  

For more about this great workshop Click here 

 
Jim Josephson’s aluminium etchings of stormy skies over the Tuscan landscape, class of 2012 

Think about renting an apartment in Florence for a month – it costs just a little more than two weeks 
rental for all the extra days. You will have plenty of time either side of classes to explore the many 
treasures in Florence.  In 2013 there is a public holiday falling a few days after we begin the course, 
the studio will be closed for 4 days creating an excellent opportunity to travel to Venice or another 
wonderful destination for a short inspirational break. Train travel in Italy is very convenient, fast and 
reliable; you can even purchase the tickets from your travel agent before you leave home. 



 

Florence is renowned for its history. As a centre of medieval European trade and finance and one of 
the wealthiest cities Florence is considered the birthplace of the Renaissance. Steep yourself in 
Florentine history from early Etruscan & Roman roots to the Renaissance with the extraordinary 
flourishing of the arts, the Medici family, many legendary artists and other notables like Savonarola. 
Their traces are still visible today – Savonarola’s extravagant robes are on display at S Marco.  All 
that history you read at school actually comes to life in Florence. 

 
Lithographic stone by Henry Moore in the courtyard. Moore created many prints at Il Bisonte during his visits after the big flood in 1966 

These photos were taken by Kathie Atkinson at Il Bisonte during the 2010 Florence workshop  

For details of this great workshop Click here

 
 

November workshops report 
Our safer printmaking workshops were held in the lovely light-filled space at the Milk Factory Gallery 
during our Flora & Fauna exhibition. Many exceptional prints were produced by the participants at 
these workshops as shown in the photographs below. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance


 
Hazel, Kathie and Carol during the Waterless Lithography workshop 

 

 
Aluminium etchings – Oriental jars by Megan, Bird by Mary Louise 

 
It’s always very heartening to receive accolades, here are a few from the latest workshops:  
 
Thank you so much for a wonderful learning experience and a great weekend.  You are both so generous with sharing your 
knowledge and encouragement.  I hope the rest of your classes go well, I am looking forward to touching base with you 
again in January. Megan. 
What a wonderful three days! Thank you for your inspiration on the walls around us. Thank you for your care, anticipation 
and patience. Brian 
Just wanted to say a big thank you for the wonderful course you ran last Friday at the Milk Factory.  It was so fascinating 
and enjoyable and opened up a whole new printing world to me.  I really appreciated you both making the effort to cover so 
much ground for those of us who could only make it for the single day.  I’ll definitely be trying to get back for a further day in 
January. Alison. 
 

 
Brian, Mary Louise, Carol, Sue and Annie, Linda and Kerrie 

 



 
Prints by Brian, Tony, Alison and Roger 

 

 
Kathie’s bird nest plate, Monica, Mary Louise’s bird prints, Carol at the press 

 

 
Assorted prints and plates created during the workshops 

 



 
June Lord’s beautiful waterless lithograph 

 
 

 
Prints by Carol, Alison (centre) and Brian 

 
 

 
More prints by: left Kay, centre Monica, right Judith, her pochoir prints in progress showing some of the stencils she used to create her 

tribute to Margaret Preston who was a great exponent of the stencil technique. 
 



 
Kathie and Annie, centre class, Hazel and Kathie 

 
 

 
Invitation to an exhibition of recent works by Robin Ezra & Annie Day 

 

 

Robin Ezra & Annie Day present an exhibition of recent works showing their fascination with plants 
and animals from the Pipistrelli and Pomegranate of Italy to the Banksia and Birdlife of Australia.    

 click to view exhibition

10 November to 10 December 201 
the milk factory gallery Bowral, NSW 

 

 

Safer printmaking & Book Arts workshops  
at the milk factory gallery 11-27 January  2013 

 

 
A selection of the Small Artist Books on display 11-27 January 

http://www.milkfactorygallery.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=13871800&KID=74876&LID=307006&O=http%3a%2f%2fwww.milkfactorygallery.com.au%2fflora_fauna-exhibition


 
Be inspired by the wonderful international exhibition of small artist books on view during the 
workshops, 12–27 January.  
These books were created by invited artists from the United Kingdom, Australia & New 
Zealand, organized by internationally recognised book artist, Jan Melville , our book arts 
tutor. 
To view the Connecting Small Artist Books exhibition on display in January                    
click here. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/connecting12.htm

Robin Ezra & Annie Day hold their popular safer printmaking workshops at the Milk Factory Gallery 
Bowral in January.  
The sisters have purchased electronic exposure units for making solar or photopolymer plates and will 
be ready to impart the intricacies of their extensive knowledge of this technique. 
Aluminium etching and waterless lithography workshops, the backbone of their teaching, are also on 
the menu. The emphasis, as always, is on safer printmaking. We supply detailed notes with our 
workshops. 

Schedule of classes: 

 

Stencil and the art of Pochoir 
 

Click here to read the complete notes 
 

Notice how the black paper is used to great advantage in the images below. In Margaret Preston’s day an artist 
would have used gouache and card oiled with linseed oil as stencil material, these days we are fortunate using 
transparent acrylic sheets and acrylic paints to achieve our prints.  
 

      
 “Nasturtiums” by Annie Day                                          landscape by Margaret Preston 

 

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/connecting12.htm


 
Annie’s Protea edition underway 

Some of our favourite links: 

VCA – vegetable cleaning agent, available in 1 litre bottles.  sales@ebotaniq.com.au    

Non Toxic Paint and Printmaking     www.nontoxicprint.com  

The Milk Factory Gallery Bowral    www.milkfactorygallery.com.au  

Glenys Mann’s wonderful workshops    www.fibrearts.viviti.com

Nanette Balchin’s workshops Rockhampton    www.wraptinrocky.com.au

Imprint Magazine – for printmakers  www.printcouncil.org.au/imprint  

Lower East Side Printshop, New York, NY.  www.printshop.org  

Mirka Hokkanen’s great printmaking blog  www.mirka-h.blogspot.com.au   

Connecting Small Artist Books http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/connecting12.htm

Warringah Printmakers Studio  www.printstudio.org.au  

Jervis Bay Art Workshops   www.jervisbayartworkshops.com  

Karen Barker’s Studio Dairy   http://www.studiodairy.com.au/  

Presented by Printmaking Sisters, Robin Ezra and Annie Day 
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The Great Horned Owl - Waterless lithograph by Robin Ezra 
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