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Printmaking Newsletter September 2012

This issue direct from Florence
Safer Printmaking workshops with Printmaking Sisters, Robin Ezra & Annie Day
www.annieday.com.au 
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Drawing in Ravenna 22 to 26 August 2012
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A group of printmakers will be spending three days drawing and taking in all the stunning historical sites. We take the fast train to Bologna where we change to a smaller train that wends it’s way to Ravenna. This is a beautiful old town famous for its splendid Byzantine mosaics and rich history.  

Galla Placidia, 390-450, ruled Rome from Ravenna, intaglio print, Annie Day
Ravenna was the capital of the Western Roman Empire from 402 until that empire collapsed in 476. Galla Placidia’s mausoleum is a stunning example of Byzantine mosaic work. Her 12-year rule was remembered as a period of peace. With amazing foresight from 540 to 600, Ravenna's bishops embarked upon a notable building program in Ravenna in and around the port city of Classe. Surviving monuments include San Vitale and Sant'Apollinare in Classe. 
Ravenna is also a great town for dining and shopping, we are looking forward to showing our participants all our favourite haunts.

Read all about it Click here
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August is upon us and we are very excited about our next workshop at the famous Il Bisonte studio. We arrive in Florence on 20 August, we have a full class and an extra teacher, Linda Bottari. We are looking forward to immersing ourselves in this delightful Renaissance city yet again.

Elisabetta Capuggi the art historian will be taking us on two walking tours where we learn some of the lesser known stories of the Renaissance and Florence as well as seeing the old favourites in the Uffizi and Il Bargello museums. These walks are always a revelation - art and history all falls into place and our perception of Florence is always richer as a result. Elisabetta studied printmaking at Il Bisonte.
We advise our participants to get the Amici degli Uffizi card – it provides multiple entry to many galleries and we can “jump the queue” which makes for very pleasant sightseeing!

In this workshop we focus on Waterless Lithography and Aluminium etching, both safer alternatives to traditional printmaking methods. The historical surrounds of Florence and Il Bisonte combine to create a very inspiring atmosphere. 
Last year the group participated in printing an edition of artist books – we each had a copy to take home - a wonderful memento of our time together, we plan to make a book again this year. 
This year among our participants we have four students who previously attended one of our workshops in Florence returning to do another course with us – I think they loved it!!!

The studio courtyard showing a lithographic stone by Henry Moore who created many prints at Il Bisonte during his stay after the big flood in 1966. Simone Guiata the manager of Il Bisonte will tell us all about how the flood affected Il Bisonte and of the artists who came to help restore the studio.
Florence is famous for its history. As a centre of medieval European trade and finance and one of the wealthiest cities Florence is considered the birthplace of the Renaissance. Steep yourself in Florentine history from early Roman roots to the Renaissance with the extraordinary flourishing of the arts, the Medici family, many legendary artists and other notables like Savonarola. Their traces are still visible today – even Savonarola’s extravagant robes at S Marco, think… Bonfire of the Vanities!
I had a wonderful time in Italy and the weeks spent with you and Robin were unforgettable, which leads me to indicate that I will attend your program this year in Florence.  Jim J
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The dust has settled and we are all looking for the equipment to do waterless such is our excitement!
I'll say it again – I really do think you both excelled yourself with the notes. They are brilliant, and I've seen a lot of notes over the years!!!! I've been in touch with almost everyone in the class and our sentiments are unanimous.
When I mentioned in this letter to everyone the generosity of your teaching, how structured and stream-lined you have it, how it empowers those who learn it to feel confident because it's so comprehensive, how you both pitch in with all the worst aspects of print making - cleaning up, helping anyone at any stage- and how we as students don't want for anything when we go to your class, again the responses were unanimous.  Everyone commented on how successful it all was and the ways in which they felt they could utilise the techniques.
I know, by design, that your commitment to what you do is intentional but it's heartening to have that confirmed.  Linda D. Brisbane
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Safer printmaking workshops at 
the milk factory gallery 11- 25 November 2012
Click here for full details

The Printmaking Sisters, Robin Ezra & Annie Day hold their popular safer printmaking workshops at the Milk Factory Gallery Bowral this November.  Fresh from their yearly sojourn in Florence and beyond the sisters have lots of new stories and ideas to impart.
These classes run concurrently with their new exhibition flora & fauna
The sisters have purchased two electronic exposure units for making solar or photopolymer plates and will be ready to impart their extensive knowledge of this technique.
Aluminium etching and waterless lithography workshops, the backbone of their teaching, are on the menu. The emphasis as always is on safer printmaking. We supply detailed notes with our workshops.
Schedule of classes:
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday

	
	
	
	Set up
	
	10

Exhibition
opening

	11

Photopolymer printmaking

	12 Photopolymer printmaking
	13

Photopolymer printmaking
	14
	15
	16

Aluminium etching
	17

Aluminium etching
	18

Aluminium etching

	19
	20

Pochoir
	21

Collagraphy
	22
	23

Waterless lithography
	24

Waterless lithography
	25

Waterless lithography



Invitation to an exhibition of recent works by Robin Ezra & Annie Day
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Robin Ezra & Annie Day present an exhibition of recent works on paper showing their fascination with plants and animals through history from the Pipistrelli and Pomegranate of Italy to the Banksia and Birdlife of Australia.   

10 November to 10 December 2012

Opening - Saturday 10 November at 4pm - the milk factory gallery Bowral
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Safer printmaking & Book Arts workshops 

at the milk factory gallery 11-27 January  2013
A selection of the Small Artist Books on display 11-27 January
Robin Ezra & Annie Day hold their popular safer printmaking workshops at the Milk Factory Gallery Bowral in January. 

Be inspired by the wonderful international exhibition of small artist books on view during the workshops, 12–27 January. The books were created by invited artists from the United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand, organized by Jan Melville our book arts tutor.               To view the Connecting Small Artist Books exhibition on display 11-27 January,                    click here. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/connecting12.htm
The sisters have purchased 2 electronic exposure units for making solar or photopolymer plates and will be ready to impart the intricacies of their extensive knowledge of this technique.
Aluminium etching and waterless lithography workshops, the backbone of their teaching, are also on the menu. The emphasis, as always, is on safer printmaking. We supply detailed notes with our workshops.
Schedule of classes:
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This has been an absolutely amazing workshop! I love the process; your generosity in sharing what you know is out of sight! Thank you both so much!  Peta 
Many thanks indeed for a wonderful creative week.  Diana
Thank you for your generosity in showing me a process of printmaking that fits my life style and has given me a passion for printing again.  Tamara
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Wow, my head was spinning but after 12 hours sleep the mental fog of two busy days cleared and I was able to take stock of just how much we had all learned in the weekend. We all had fun and produced some lovely results. I particularly like the way the process seems much more closely aligned to drawing than other etching methods I've tried. Thank you both for sharing your lovely technique and for giving such a well organised and interesting workshop. Lesley H. Kiama
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Thank you both so much for the wonderful workshop. You were so generous with your time and information. Certainly there was no holding back on the secrets of waterless lithography you have painstakingly developed over the years. I truly loved every minute of it.  Patsy B. Ballarat
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Workshops in the USA 2013
Robin will be in USA in October looking at venues and organising workshops for next year in two exceptional locations. We plan to hold a waterless class in a lovely studio in the countryside near Seattle in September 2013 and in beautiful Cape Cod from 1 – 15 October 2013. Full details soon.
South Western France on the horizon for 2013
After the Florence workshop in late September, Robin and I will be looking at a couple of possible sites as a venue for a workshop in France in the near future.  We will let everyone know about this later this year after we return from Europe.
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Some of our favourite links:

VCA – vegetable cleaning agent, available in 1 litre bottles.  sales@ebotaniq.com.au   www.ebotaniq.com.au 
Non Toxic Paint and Printmaking     www.nontoxicprint.com/
The Milk Factory Gallery Bowral    www.milkfactorygallery.com.au 

Glenys Mann’s wonderful workshops    www.fibrearts.viviti.com
Nanette Balchin’s workshops Rockhampton    www.wraptinrocky.com.au
Imprint Magazine – for printmakers  www.printcouncil.org.au/imprint 
Fall classes at Lower East Side Printshop, New York, NY.  www.printshop.org/web/Learn/Classes/Catalogue.html
Mirka Hokkanen’s great printmaking blog  www.mirka-h.blogspot.com.au  

Connecting Small Artist Books – online exhibition
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/connecting12.htm
Presented by Printmaking Sisters, Robin Ezra and Annie Day
